The  Urban  District  Council  of  Shepton  Mallet. 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1898. 


G*NTLMtBN, 

I  have  at  various  periods  during  the  year  visited  the 
different  houses  and  curtilages  in  the  district,  and 
found  them  in  a  very  good  sanitary  condition.  The 
majority  of  them  are  connected  with  the  sewage 
system,  the  remaining  portion  being  different  earth 
systems.  The  swine  kept  in  the  district  I  have  also 
found  on  my  inspection  to  be  clean,  and  kept  in 
accordance  with  the  bye-laws. 

Sewerage.— The  main  sewerage  of  the  town,  as  well 
as  all  the  connections,  are  of  salt  glazed  socket  pipes, 
and  are  in  good  order, and  kept  flushed  and  disinfected. 

Sewage  Farm.—'Yhe  high  and  low  level  sewage 
effluent  on  reaching  the  Farm  is  dealt  with  by  pre¬ 
cipitation,  and  the  sludge  pressed,  the  clarified  effluent 
being  passed  over  18  acres  of  land,  and  also  filters 
before  reaching  the  liver.  The  crops  grown  on  the 
farm  are  principally  osiers,  the  whole  working 
satisfactorily.  Another  filter  is  being  added  during  the 
year. 

Water  Supply.  —  The  town  is  fairly  well  supplied 
with  water  by  a  company,  the  quality  having  being 
reported  by  analysis  to  be  very  good  indeed. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  seven  registered 
slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  which  I  have  visited 
frequently  during  the  year  (at  several  of  which  I  have 
been  accompanied  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health), 
and  have  found  them  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations. 

Milk  Sellers.— There  are  16  vendors  of  milk  (two 
only  of  which  are  dairies),  the  remainder  purchase 
their  milk  from  farmers,  and  hawk  it  round  the  town. 
The  dairies  are  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  the 
utensils  clean,  and  I  have  found  no  milk  at  the  houses 
on  my  inspection. 

Bakekouses. — There  are  six  bakehouses,  which  I 
have  found  kept  in  accordance  with  the  regulations, 
clean  and  whitewashed  half  yearly. 

Lodging  Ho  use.-- There  is  one  registered  lodging 
house  in  the  district  which  I  have  frequently  inspected, 
and  found  it  clean  and  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations. 

General. — The  town  refuse  is  collected  twice  in  each 
week  by  the  contractor,  nothing  being  allowed  to 
accumalate  at  any  dwelling  to  create  a  nuisance  or 
annoyance.  I  have  not  received  any  complaint  of  any 
kind,  the  whole  district  being  free  from  infectious 
diseases,  and  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  generally. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Ckas.  Halb. 


SHEPTON  MALLET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,— I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you  my 
report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1898. 

The  statistics  for  the  district  for  that  period,  are  as 
follows  :  — 

I. — Deaths  from  all  causes  at  the  subjoined  ages. 


Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  26 

1  &  under  5  years  ...  ..  7 

5  „  15  „  ..  ...  ...  4 

15  „  25  „  ...  ...  ...  7 

25  „  65  .  ...  ...  45 

65  and  upwards  ...  ...  ...  41 

Total  ...  130 

Preceding  year,  ending  31st  Dec.,  1897  149 

Year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1896  ...  137 

II.— Zymotic  or  preventable  Disease. 
Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ..  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  10 

Preceding  year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1897  5 

Year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1896  ...  3 

III.— Other  Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ...  1 

*  Phthisis  .,  ...  ...  8 

Bionchitis,  Pneumonia  &  Pleurisy  ..  23 

Injuries  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  other  Diseases  ...  ...  70 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total  ...  120 

Preceding  year,  ending  31st  Dec.,  1897,  144 

Year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1896  ...  134 

Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  249 

,,  „  preceding  year  31st  Dec.,  1897  234 

„  ,,  year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1896  257 

Inquests  held  during  the  year  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  preceding  year  ending 31st  Dec.,  1897  10 

,,  ,,  year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1896  13 


Population. — Registrar  General,  1881,  10457  ;  1891, 
10059,  plus  234  (Oakhill)  equals  10293.  Medical 
Officer’s  estimate,  the  same.  Area,  44523  acres  ; 
inhabited  houses,  2.383. 

Summarizing  the  statistics  on  the  foregoing 
The  birth  rate  is  24*  1  per  1000,  corresponding  period 

in  1897,  22-7 

The  death  rate  is  12*6  ,,  ,,  ,,  14-4 

The  zymotic  rate  is  0-9  ,,  ,,  ,,  0'4 

The  infantile  mortality  is  104  4  per  1000  births 

the  corresponding  period  for  1897  being  115'3 

The  occupations  carried  on  in  the  district  as  regards 
manufactures  employing  labour  in  factories  is  very 
small.  Silk  winding  at  Evercreech,  cheese  cloth  and 
bandages  at  Ditcbeat, stone  quarrying  and  coal  mining, 
and  agricultural. 

Water  Supply.— Piped  supplies  with  taps  and  appli¬ 
ances  have  been  laid  down  by  or  are  under  the  control  j 
of  the  Authority  in  the  following  parishes  and  hamlets.  | 

Ash  wick  and  Oakhill  :  Good  supply. 

Binegar  and  Gurney  Slade  ;  Good  supply. 

Batcombe  and  Westcombe  :  Good  supply. 

Doulting  and  Prestleigh  :  Good  supply. 

Chelynch  :  Contracts  out  for  a  supply. 


.  Evercreech  and  hamlets  adjoining  :  Good  supply. 
Lamyatt  :  Good  supply. 

|  Ditcheat :  Lower  end  of  village  badly  supplied, 
difficulties  have  occurred  in  finding  water. 

Croscombe  :  Good  supply. 

Downhead  :  Good  supply. 

Holcombe  and  Stoke  Lane :  A  new  supply  in 
progress. 

Cranmore :  Good  supply. 

Piltou  :  Good  supply. 

Upton  Noble  :  Sufficient  at  present. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  village  of  Oakhill 
and  part  of  Ashwick  is  sewered,  and  works  of  sewage 
disposal  working  by  the  Oakhill  Brewery  Co.,  Ltd., 
and  are  satisfactory. 

Stratton- on- the- Fosse.-- The  drainage  of  this  village 
is  unsatisfactory  ;  a  scheme  is  being  prepared  to  alter 
this. 

Bye  Laws.— Slaughter  House  Bye  Laws,  adopted 
8th  December,  1886,  are  in  force  in  the  parishes  of 
Ashwick,  East  Lydford,  Evercreech,  Pilton,  Stoke 
Lane,  and  are  the  model  form  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889  adopted 
1st  January,  1891.  —  Notices  received,  45  ;  notices 
received,  1897,  30. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. — Part  m. 
adopted  1st  October,  1898. 

Infectious  Hospital. — None. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Acts,  S;c.— The  authority  have 
decided,  and  I  agree  with  them,  that  the  Local 
Goverumennt  Board  Draft  Regulations  are  not  applic¬ 
able  to  the  needs  of  the  District. 

Factories,  and  Conveniences  at. — Efficient. 

Public  Institutions.— None  ;  the  Workhouse  being  iu 
the  Urban  District. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  — Houses 
reported,  none. 

Prevalence  of  Disease.— The  health  of  the  district 
has  been  very  good  during  the  year.  I  hive  visited 
and  inspected  the  whole  district  twice  duriug  tho  year, 
and  at  intervals  as  required,  and  fouud  it  to  be  gener¬ 
ally  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. — I  have  examined  and  reported  upon 
several  samples  of  water  during  the  year.  From  the 
great  attention  which  the  Council  have  given  during 
the  past  years  to  the  water  supply  to  the  variuus 
villages  and  hamlets  in  your  district  I  attribute  the 
healthiness  of  it,  and  the  low  death  rate  of  12-6  per 
1000. 

Forms  A  and  B  annexed, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Report  for  the  year  is 
annexed,  and  the  following  is  a  general  summary. 
The  water  eupply  to  the  district  is  receiving  great 
attention. 

Stratton-on -the- Fosse. — The  drainage  of  this  village 
is  under  consideration. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.— Workmen’s 
cottages  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  Taylor  Hyatt. 

D.P.H.  Cambridge. 
To  the  Chairman,  Rural  District  Council,  Shepten 
Mallet. 
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The  Rural  District  Council  of  Shepton  Mallet. 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  ANNUAL  REPORT 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1898. 


Mb.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  beg  to  hand  you  my  report  for  the  year 
1898.  With  regard  to  the  very  important  question  of 
improved  water  supplies  in  several  villages,  it  will  be 
noted  that  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  these  supplies  are  such  that  nothing  short  of  a 
persistent  and  patient  fight  over  the  smallest  details, 
can  result  in  success.  In  one  case  especially,  that  of 
Stoke  and  Holcombe, in  spite  of  sustained  efforts  on  your 
part  to  meet  every  reasonable  objection,  and  the  sup¬ 
port  of  both  parishes,  the  capricious  opposition  of  a 
few  still  delays  the  work.  1  he  only  case  of  enteric 
fever  during  the  year  is,  in  my  opinion,  directly 
traceable  to  the  want  of  pure  water,  which  this  scheme 
would  supply.  With  regard  to  the  insanitary  con¬ 
veniences  of  many  houses,  increased  importance 
attaches  to  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  soil  from 
improper  cesspits,  &c.,  in  view  of  the  recent  experi¬ 
ments  conducted  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Richard 
Thorne  Thorne,  which  go  to  prove  that  in  soils  so 
polluted  the  microbe  of  enteric  fever  thrives.  Many 
improvements  in  this  respect  have  been  made,  but 
^much  more  remains  to  be  done. 

Area  of  District,  44523  acres. 

Population,  10,293. 

Geology  and  occupation,  see  previous  reports. 

WATEB  SUPPLIES. 

Chelynch ,  Newman  Street  and  Bodden.  -Tenders  for 
carrying  out  a  scheme  for  a  supply  to  these  hamlets,  at 
a  cost  of  £1450,  have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  accepted, 
and  a  {much  needed  improvement  will,  I  hope,  be 
carried  out  during  the  coming  year,  after,  I  under¬ 
stand,  16  years’  consideration.  Plans,  specifications 
and  estimates  were  prepared  by  myself. 

Stoke  Lane  and  Holcombe. — This  scheme  already  re¬ 
ferred  to  is  in  abeyance  from  circumstances  over  which 
the  Council  has  no  control,  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  a  loan  for  the  works  being 
awaited.  I  again  repeat  that  ihe  existing  supply  in 
some  parts  of  the  Parishes  is  dangerous. 

Ditcneat. — It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  report 
that  the  deep  well  for  this  village  had  of  necessity  to 
be  abandoned.  Negociations  as  to  other  schemes  have 
been  and  are  being  carried  on. 

Gurney  Slade. — The  present  supply  having  failed 
during  the  very  dry  summer  a  scheme  for  supplement¬ 
ing  the  same  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Parish 
Councils  concerned. 

Ashwick  and  Neighbourn.—A  scheme  for  supplying 
these  hamlets  is  also  under  consideration  by  the  Parish 
Council  of  Ashwick. 

Hornblotton. — A  scheme  for  supplying  this  Parish  is 
also  under  consideration,  a  good  source  of  supply 
having  been  acquired  by  J.  Huntley  Thring,  Esq.,  the 
principal  landowner. 

Chesterblade.—l  have  had  several  complaints  as  to 
the  scarcity  of  the  supply  in  this  hamlet,  which  are 
well  founded.  The  relaying  of  a  main  is,  in  my 
opinion,  all  that  is  required  to  obtain  a  good  supply. 

The  other  public  water  supply  works  under  the 
Council’s  control  have  worked  satisfactorily  during  the 
year,  although  soma  occasional  attention  is  necessary. 
This  with  the  various  negociations  for  new  and  im¬ 
proved  supplies  has  occupied  much  of  my  time. 


SEWERAGE,  DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

Oakhill. — The  Sewerage  aud  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
in  this  village  are  under  the  control  of  the  Oakhill 
Brewery  Co.  I  have  on  several  occasious  inspected 
the  works  which  are  close  to  a  main  road,  but  find  no 
nuisance  therefrom. 

Stratton-on-the-  Fosse.—  The  improving  of  the  drain¬ 
age  of  this  village  has  been  the  subject  of  much  con¬ 
sideration.  I  have  presented  three  special  reports  on 
the  subject,  visited  the  Septic  Tank  Works  at  Exeter, 
to  report  as  to  the  suilability  of  the  system  to  the 
village;  and  have  recently,  by  your  direction,  prepared 
a  scheme  of  improvement,  which  hc.s  been  submitted 
to  the  owners  of  laud  aud  others  concerned.  The 
recurrence  of  cases  of  sore  throat  points  to  the  ueed 
of  something  beiug  done. 

Generally.  —  Many  cesspits  have  been  done  away  with, 
and  new  earth  closets  constructed,  aud  nuisances  from 
drains,  etc.,  abated.  Owing  to  a  complaint  as  to  the 
pollution  of  the  Croscombe  stream,  I  presented  you 
with  a  special  report  ou  the  subject;  various  reports  on 
the  subject  by  experts  have  been  published,  which  go 
to  show  that  the  state  of  the  srream  is  not  such  as  to 
cause  alarm.  The  Council  has  adopted  this  year 
Part  ill.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  matters 
thrown  into  the  strtam. 

Slaughter  Houses.  —  Bye-laws  adopted  iu  1886. 
Improvements  have  been  carried  out  iu  some  cases, 
and  steps  taken  for  registering  aud  licensing,  but  the 
arrangements  are  as  yet  incomplete.  I  have  inspected 
these  establishments  from  time  to  time  ;  they  are 
generally  fairly  well  kept. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.  —  Several  cottages 
have  been  re-built  (uotably  on  the  Southill  Estate), aud 
some  new  ones  constructed  in  Oakhill  village,  but 
generally  the  conditiou  of  workmen’s  bousos  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  No  representations  have  been 
made  to  the  Council  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 

Bye-Laws. — No  progress  has  been  made  as  to  the 
adoption  of  bye-laws  for  new  buildings. 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  The  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Council.  A  slight  outbreak  of  diphtheria  at 
Cranraore  led  to  a  special  report  on  the  circumstances 
and  reconstruction  of  closets  at  the  schools  aud 
elsewhere. 

The  following  is  a  summary  ^)f  work  done  under 
various  heads  during  the  year  Letters,  &c.,  written, 
400  ;  special  reports  prepared,  12  ;  complaints  received, 
18  ;  inspections  and  re-inspections,  600  ;  orders 
issued,  50  ;  formal  uotices,  5  ;  houses  cleaued  aud 
disinfected,  9  ;  drains  repaired  and  cleansed,  6  ; 
drains,  new,  constructed,  10  ;  privies  emptieu  or 
cleansed,  25  ;  privies  converted  to  earth  closets,  16  ; 
houses  supplied  with  water,  5  ;  sundry  nuisances 
removed,  30. 

Iu  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  every  member  of  the 
Council  for  the  assistance  rendered  me  iu  various 
matters,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  endeavour  in 
the  future,  as  iu  the  past,  to  give  my  best  attention 
to  your  instructions. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
William  Phelps, 

Member  Sanitary  Institute. 
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